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A	browser	uses	the	Temporary	Internet	file	to	store	data	for	every	webpage	you	visit.	Read	this	article	to	learn	more	about	these	files	and	how	to	get	rid	of	them.	What	is	a	Temporary	Internet	File?	A	temporary	Internet	file	is	a	file	that	is	located	on	your	hard	drive	that	a	browser	uses	to	store	website	data	for	every	webpage	or	URL	address	that	you
visit.	When	the	web	server	sends	the	Web	page	files	to	the	browser,	they	are	stored	in	a	file	so	that	the	next	time	you	visit	the	same	Web	site	the	browser	takes	the	data	from	the	temporary	Internet	file.	Loading	the	Web	site	in	this	way	from	a	temporary	Internet	file	is	called	caching.	With	this	method,	the	page	quickly	displays	in	the	browser	instead
of	having	to	wait	for	response	from	the	Web	site’s	server	all	over	again.	Basically,	the	browser	is	opening	the	Web	page	from	your	hard	drive	instead	of	downloading	the	files	from	the	internet.	Only	the	new	content	since	your	last	visit	would	be	downloaded	on	consecutive	visits	to	a	webpage.	Not	only	is	it	faster	to	view	the	content	from	your
temporary	Internet	files	rather	than	from	the	Web	server,	but	if	your	Internet	connection	is	unavailable	you	can	view	the	cached	versions	of	recently	visited	Web	pages	while	offline.	Where	Are	The	Files	Stored	On	My	Computer?	On	a	Windows-based	computer	Temporary	Internet	Files	is	actually	the	name	of	the	directory	used	by	Internet	Explorer	to
cache	the	pages	you	visit.	Many	different	types	of	files	are	saved	to	the	Temporary	Internet	Files	folder	when	you	visit	a	Web	page,	such	as	HTML,	images,	JavaScript,	style	sheets,	video	files,	cookies	and	more.	If	you’re	using	Firefox	rather	than	Internet	Explorer	the	term	cache	is	used	instead	of	Temporary	Internet	Files.	Privacy	Issues	The	name
temporary	Internet	file	is	actually	a	bit	misleading	in	that	the	files	are	not	really	temporary.	These	files	will	stay	on	your	hard	drive	until	you	clear	the	cache.	The	storage	of	temporary	Internet	files	on	your	hard	drive	leads	to	two	separate	concerns.	The	first	issue	being	one	of	privacy.	Anyone	with	access	to	your	computer	can	go	into	the	Temporary
Internet	Files	folder	on	your	hard	drive	and	see	which	Web	sites	you	have	visited.	Looking	through	a	person’s	temporary	Internet	files	can	tell	you	a	lot	about	that	person.	In	fact,	in	cyber	forensics	one	part	of	the	evidence	gathering	process	will	include	searching	a	suspected	criminal’s	temporary	Internet	files.	Getting	Rid	of	Temporary	Internet	Files
Another	area	of	concern	with	the	storage	of	temporary	Internet	files	on	your	hard	drive	is	that	a	buildup	of	data	in	the	temporary	Internet	file	will	eventually	slow	a	processor	down	as	it	takes	up	valuable	resource	space.	Fortunately,	browsers	that	use	a	temporary	Internet	file	also	have	methods	for	deleting	the	file.	Here	is	how	you	locate	and	delete
your	temporary	Internet	files	(or	cache)	when	using	Internet	Explorer	or	Firefox	on	a	Windows-based	system:	Microsoft	Edge	(Internet	Explorer)	Tools	>	Settings	>	Clear	browsing	Data	From	this	window	you	can	choose	how	often	newer	versions	of	webpages	are	stored,	and	also	choose	how	much	disk	space	you	want	to	allocate	to	temporary	Internet
files.	This	screen	will	provide	options	to	delete	browsing	history,	cookies	and	saved	data,	cached	data	and	files,	tabs	recently	closed	and	more.	You	can	also	manage	Edge	browser	permissions	from	this	menu.	Firefox	Tools	>	Options	>	Privacy	&	Security	>	HistoryIn	the	Settings	window	you	can	check	the	“clear	data”	button	and	apply	and	save
changes.	This	will	provide	options	to	clear	Cookies	and	Site	data	and	Cached	Web	Content.	From	this	section	in	FireFox	you	can	also	clear	history,	logins	and	more.	Chrome	Tools	>	Settings	>	More	ToolsFrom	the	More	Tools	menu	simply	select	the	option	to	clear	browsing	data.	You	can	also	use	the	keyboard	shortcut	of	Ctrl	+	Shift	+	Del.	Other
Options	In	addition	to	accessing	the	Temporary	Internet	files	through	your	browser	or	by	locating	the	folder	on	your	hard	drive	where	they	are	stored	and	deleting	the	files	manually,	you	can	also	invest	in	a	third	party	software	to	handle	the	removal	of	these	files	from	your	computer.	These	tools	will	help	you	manage	the	deletion	of	your	browsing
history,	temporary	Internet	files,	cache,	cookies	and	more.	Based	in	Nova	Scotia,	Vangie	Beal	is	has	been	writing	about	technology	for	more	than	a	decade.	She	is	a	frequent	contributor	to	EcommerceGuide	and	managing	editor	at	Webopedia.	You	can	tweet	her	online	@AuroraGG.	This	article	was	last	updated	on	August	27,	2018	By	Eric	Novinson	i
internet	image	by	peter	Hires	Images	from	Fotolia.com	File	compression	includes	methods	of	reducing	the	space	necessary	to	store	a	file	on	a	computer	system.	Compressed	files	require	significantly	less	storage	space	than	uncompressed	files,	although	compression	may	lead	to	the	loss	of	some	data.	File	compression	is	intended	to	reduce	the	storage
requirements	of	data	that	provide	no	additional	information,	such	as	white	space	on	a	page.	File	compression	increases	data	transfer	speed.	High-speed	internet	such	as	cable	and	DSL	connections	are	not	available	in	all	locations.	Many	computers	use	much	slower	communication	systems	such	as	modems	that	cannot	transfer	data	very	quickly.	In
addition,	even	a	system	that	can	handle	large	amounts	of	data	transfer	is	still	slowed	down	when	a	lot	of	users	connect	to	it	at	once.	The	longer	the	file	takes	to	send,	the	more	likely	it	is	that	the	transfer	is	interrupted,	or	that	the	transfer	is	corrupted	and	the	user	receives	an	unusable	file.	Disk	space	required	on	Internet	servers	is	reduced	by	file
compression.	Internet	servers	require	physical	storage	media,	such	as	hard	disk	drives,	and	file	compression	allows	the	storage	of	more	information	on	these	devices.	Compression	also	reduces	the	amount	of	time	an	Internet	server	needs	to	find	the	files	stored	on	its	hard	drives.	Even	if	a	client	computer	is	connected	to	an	Internet	server	with	a	high-
speed	fiber	optic	cable,	the	client	still	must	wait	for	the	server	to	locate	files	in	its	own	storage	system.	File	compression	can	also	hide	information.	Not	all	computers	can	read	information	stored	in	compressed	files	and	list	them	in	a	file	index.	This	can	be	useful	if	an	Internet	server	stores	information	that	is	not	intended	to	be	available	to	the	public,
especially	if	the	file	compression	method	is	not	reversible	by	commonly	used	computer	software.	In	addition,	encrypting	a	file	so	that	unauthorized	users	cannot	read	it	increases	the	required	storage	space	for	the	file,	so	compressing	encrypted	files	is	also	helpful.	Many	organizations	such	as	banks	and	Internet	stores	use	strong	encryption	to	handle
financial	transactions,	so	using	a	compression	method	reduces	their	storage	costs.	File	compression	conserves	energy.	Every	step	of	a	file	transfer	on	the	Internet	uses	power,	from	the	power	necessary	to	operate	the	hard	drive	of	the	Internet	server	to	that	used	by	the	modem,	the	router,	and	every	other	intermediate	network	device	before	the
information	reaches	the	end	client's	computer.	File	compression	reduces	energy	bills	associated	with	many	devices.	File	compression	is	mandatory	on	some	Internet	servers.	Server	operators	may	not	allow	the	transfer	of	uncompressed	files,	since	they	want	to	conserve	space	on	their	systems.	This	requirement	means	that	Internet	users	will	require	a
file	compression	program,	both	to	upload	data	to	these	Internet	servers	and	to	read	data	that	is	downloaded.	According	to	Boston	College,	file	compression	is	useful	when	sending	email	message	attachments,	which	frequently	have	file	size	restrictions.	Even	though	most	websites	are	run	on	Unix	web	servers	that,	like	Macs,	don't	require	file
extensions,	these	extensions	help	differentiate	files.	A	file	name	and	extension	indicates	the	type	of	file,	how	the	web	server	uses	it,	and	how	you	can	access	it.	The	most	common	files	on	web	servers	are:	Web	pagesImagesScriptsPrograms	and	other	types	Two	extensions	are	standard	for	web	pages:	.html	and	.htm.	There's	no	difference	between	them,
and	you	can	use	either	on	most	web	servers.	As	the	original	extension	for	HTML	pages	on	Unix	web	hosting	machines,	.html	indicates	a	file	that	uses	HTML	(HyperText	Markup	Language)	or	XHTML	(EXtensible	HyperText	Markup	Language).	Windows/DOS	required	three-character	file	extensions,	which	gave	rise	to	the	.htm	extension.	This	also
references	HTML	and	XHTML	files	and	can	be	used	on	any	web	server,	regardless	of	the	operating	system.	The	default	page	in	a	directory	on	most	web	servers	typically	has	an	index.htm	or	index.html	extension.	Visitors	to	your	website	don't	have	to	enter	either	of	these	two	extensions	in	the	address	bar,	as	long	as	you've	given	the	home	page	one	of
them.	For	example,	goes	to	the	same	place	as	.	Some	web	servers	are	set	up	to	call	a	home	page	default.htm,	which	you	can	change	if	you	have	access	to	the	server	configuration.	The	most	common	types	of	image	files	online	are	GIF,	JPG,	and	PNG.	All	browsers	can	display	them,	and	web	designers	use	the	format	that's	best	for	their	particular
applications.	GIF	(graphic	interchange	format)	is	a	lossless	format	first	developed	by	CompuServe	for	both	animated	and	static	images.	It	works	best	for	images	with	flat	colors	and	short	animated	snippets.	It	offers	the	ability	to	index	colors	to	make	sure	that	they	contain	only	web-safe	colors	(or	an	otherwise	small	palette	of	colors),	keeping	file	size
small.	The	JPG	(aka	JPEG)	format	was	created	by	the	Joint	Photographic	Experts	Group	(hence,	the	acronym)	for	photographic	images.	If	an	image	has	photographic	qualities	without	expanses	of	flat	color,	it	is	well	suited	to	this	file	format.	A	photograph	saved	with	the	.jpg	or	.jpeg	extension	is	typically	compressed,	yielding	a	smaller	file	size	than	a
.gif	file.	The	PNG	(Portable	Network	Graphic)	format	was	made	for	the	web,	with	better	compression,	color,	and	transparency	than	GIF	files.	PNGs	don’t	have	to	have	the	.png	extension,	but	that's	how	you'll	most	often	see	them.	Scripts	are	files	that	activate	dynamic	actions	on	websites.	There	are	many	types,	but	you'll	see	the	following	most	often.
You	can	load	JavaScript	files	into	the	web	page	itself,	or	you	can	place	JavaScript	in	an	external	file	and	call	it	from	there.	If	you	write	your	JavaScript	into	the	web	page,	you	won't	see	the	.js	extension,	because	it's	part	of	the	HTML	file.	Degui	Adil	/	EyeEm	/	Getty	Images	These	two	extensions	are	often	associated	with	Java	programs.	Although	you
probably	won't	come	across	a	.java	or	.class	extension	on	a	web	page,	these	files	are	often	used	to	generate	Java	applets	for	web	pages.	Java	is	a	completely	different	programming	language	from	JavaScript.	A	few	other	extensions	you	might	encounter	refer	to	files	that	typically	augment	function	and	flexibility	on	a	website.	The	.php	extension	is	nearly
as	common	as	.html	and	.htm	on	web	pages.	This	extension	indicates	a	page	written	with	PHP,	an	open-source,	easy-to-learn	language	that	facilitates	scripting,	macros,	and	includes	on	a	website.	These	denote	files	that	use	server-side	includes—coding	that	lives	in	separate	files	that	are	called	into	the	page.	Essentially,	this	allows	you	to	include	one
web	page	inside	another	and	add	macro-like	actions	to	your	websites.	This	extension	denotes	an	Active	Server	Page.	ASP	provides	scripting,	macros,	and	includes,	along	with	database	connectivity	and	more.	It	is	most	often	found	on	Windows	web	servers.	These	extensions	are	given	to	ColdFusion	files.	ColdFusion	is	a	powerful	server-side	content
management	tool	that	brings	macros,	scripting,	and	more	to	your	web	pages.
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